
Kunkeliella subsucculenta Steam 
A rare and poorly known succulent 

Jo<1 Lode (Spain) 

The genus Xllllkelielln penains 10 the 
S:lIltalaccae family and is made of shrub by. 
halophytes. seml'parasitic looking like 
Eplleclro, reaching 80 cm up to 3 m high 
(K. rnumoide!l'). \\ ilh small. scaly leaves. 
Inflorescences axi llary, with a single tiny, 
hardly visible nowcr. rlermaphrodi te 
nO'M ers \.\ Ilh 5 parts. The (nul is a tmy and 
fleshy stone fruit 4-5 mm in diameter. Four 
~pecies are actual!} kno" n (Klmkdiellu 
canarit'ns;s. K. p.~ilolocluda. K. retamoides and K. sIlb!l'llcculemu). the only one being 
considered as a succulent plant is: K . . wb.\'Ilcclllellla . 

• Except for KllllkeJiel/a retamoiJt!!,. , \'oC can consider Ihul the other species arc vcry 
rare. some are in danger of extinction. They grow close IQ the sea, at an alt itude bet\\ccn 
10 m and 800 m. on coastal chITs of\olcanic origin 

33 
CACrus4W,£HTUItU _If" ,. 
1.,,, •• tI.ul(~"I' , 1I ''-'llM I ' 



34 
CAcTW.AVVlTUM:I __ lAIN' l' 
!.U ••• tI ... 1 CACn~·~ D\ I . ' rt. III(~ 



• SHORT OESCRJrTlON 
Shrub halophilic, achieving 80 cm high and I m wide, slurdy nnd densely branched oul 

and erecled, on a caudiciform base of 4 cm wilh small, slightly succulent leaves. Main 
slem ligneous. brown 10 greyish. Secondary twigs fleshy, greenish-grey to grecnish­
yellow. Inflorescence axillnry. Flowers hennaphrodile wilh small, greenish brncts. The 
fruit is a tiny and fleshy stone fruit 4 mm in diameter . 

• Kunkeliella $ubsucculenta is an endemic species from Tenerife and grows in a very 
reduced habitat, dose to the sea (at approx ima. tely 150m distance), between 10 m and 70 
m in altitude, on coastal cliffs ofvolcanie origin. VERY RARE AND VULNERABLE . 

• ETYMOLOGY 
The genus KUllkelielfa is dedicated 10 Mary-Anne and Giinther Kunkel. both great 

botanists. Mary-Anne Kunkel is a famous palllter. her drawings and paintings of a great 
sensibility were spread out in mnny works, journals and books. Gumher Kunkel. founder 
of the ASCAN (Canarian Association for the Protection of the Nature wrote numerous 
books. published anicles and journals and is doubtless the currem person most famous and 
competent in the field of the Canary Islands botany. 

Fate made that they are now my most illustrious neighbours because they also live in 
Almeria province. This anide is dedicated to my friends GUnther and Mary Anne, and I 
thank them for having worked and given so much to the Canary Islands. 
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