
If Dwarf Aloes of Madagascar are easy 
to propagate: 
Why are they still in CITES I? 
Jocl Lode ( pain) 

Aloe albijlora, Aloe af/redii, Aloe bakeri, Aloe bellalllla, Aloe calcairopl,ila, Aloe 
compre\\a ('ncludes the ,ar. ",cosqllamo~a, ~C/,i\loplrila and pallcilllberclllala), Aloe 
delplril/emi" Aloe de"'o;',csii, Aloe fragil;" Aloe lrull"ortlrioide, (Includes the ,ar. 
allral/liaca),Aloe Irelel/ae, Aloe laela, (Includes the , Dr. mal/illel/ ,;, ) Aloe parallelifolill, Aloe 
pan."la, Aloe pillflll\ii, Aloe palyplrylla, Aloe ralllrii, Aloe .",~,,"'at!, Alae I,t!"icalar, flae 
1'O\lii are nctuall) the loes included to the IlPI>endh I of (CITE. (http: 11 ww\\.cites.org). 

1/"" bellutulu produ«d 31 .he C I'PS .MY.O propng".' (Pho.o ll.). 

Ile re is a list of some spec ies of Malagasy Aloes wh.ch are slllI III ITE I. we 
,"deed wonder why, because any nurseryman or gardener knows that Ihey are eXlremely 
easy 10 propagale, as well as grow from seeds or ofTsels. There are: Aloe albij1ara, Alae 
bellalllla, Alot! descoi"g~ii, Aloe fragi/il" Aloe parvllla, Aloe ralllrii Ihal are ellher rare or 
nOI in Iheir habilal, bUI il is a facl rnal Iheir propagalion in Ihe greenh use makes Ihem 
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more and more common pccies in the ame way a i nowaday the "common" 
£cltillocacllls grusollii. 0, I have distributed, from each pecie and from a single clone 
at first, thou and of plants, a fact that ha ab olutely nothing to do with the plant' rarity 
in habitat or its po sible di appearance from there. We henceforth produce eeds and 
plant in uch quantity, that i to ay, if the wild plant mu t have an evident statu of 
protection to avoid their po ible di appearance (I), the artificial production of these 
plants by growers should be ble ed by the authorities, which i unfortunately very far 
from the pre ent reality. 

nce again, the rules of the ITE hould comply with reality, and not in ab urd rule 
copied from those aimed to protect wild animal, which, everybody know, are in their 
immen e majority more difficult than plants to reproduce in quantity. 

The logic would be thallhe e laxa should be removed from Ihe ITE appendix 

I 10 be a igned 10 appendix 11 , like Pacll)9Jodilllll brevicllllle. Which devil will thu 
take charge of it? In France, not 0 long ago, only a veterinarian wa authorized to sign 
these famous papers. A botanical committee of E 0 of which I am a member could 
certainly find among it members, the competent person to establi h li ts on a strong 
basi ,a well a to investigate what is happening in the habitat, and al 0 what' happening 
in the countrie which produce the e plants. The e person would need to be competent 
also to detennine ifplant are taken from the habitat and put in cultivation, or whcther they 
havc been really artificially propagated plants. The incompetence was such (in the years 
0-90) when A riocarplIS spp. plant were extracted from their habitat in Mexico and sold 

Aloe albiflor. produced ot the epp (Photo : l .Ll. Aloe pUrl'l/lu '" nO" er ot the PP (Photo ' l .Ll. 
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Aloe ra ll ltii produced ., 'he pp (Pho,o : J.L). Aloe pan'lIla produced a"he pp (Pho,o ' J.L). 

in a so called "production" in Texa where there were considered as nursery grown plant . 
For example, on the ITE webpage, there i a photo gallery of cacti pecie: 

There i nOl a single photo of appendix I cacti and they ask for pictures!!! (2). 
On the other hand, in 2004, we could again find in pain ITE repre ion (the 

EPRO A), who were capable of imposing a heavy fine to a small growcr pos e ing no 
plant from habitat. A fine wa impo ed for he wa growing 1138 Agao'e vicloria-reginae! 
This fact would be funny if it wa only the agents asked to make the inquiry who knew 
nothing about the "illegal" plant, but e pecially for the fact that their ignorance that 
Aga" e victoria-reg;,we i not in ITE I, Ihi alone makes one think about the committed 
non en e . Today, thi small grower dropped everything and sold hi production of plant , 
dcmoral i7ed. It is nece ary to add that this person, of wi origin, aw hi name 
publi hed in the local pre a a plant trafficker! And ome still ask me why I am alway 
at war against ITE? I am not at war again t ITE, ITE i a nece ary element for 
control and again tabu es, I am in a permanent war against stupidity. 

Text and photo : lL. 

(I) As regards Madagascar, Ihi disappcarance is mostly due 10 fires or 10 Ihc e labli hmelll of 
cuhivmed crops. 
(2) Ilhus proposed at Ihe CITE webpage. the lotality of my pholo collection of appendix I cacli 
and olher uccule", plants... lill wailing an all wcr ... 
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