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Aloe porphyrostachys Lavr. & Collenette 
spp. koenenii (Lavr. & K. Koch) J. Lode comb. novo 

In 2006, John Lavranos and Kcrstin Koch publis hed in the Cactll s and 
Succulent American journal, September-October issue, the diagnosis and the 
description of Aloe koelle"ii Lan. & K. Koch. a new species close to Aloe 
porp"yro~'lad,ys Lavl", & Collencttc. 

Actually. and as indicated in the article, it is about the spcrics that 1 discovered in 1985 in 
PClm. Jordan, and which was taken by resemblance and by mistake for the same that was 
described in 2000 by Lavranos and Collencttc. and found in Saudi Arabia.A. porpllyroslac!Jys. 

PrIm's plant was thus named Aloe koellt!lIii. 
The dilTerences 10 just ify the creation of a ncw species arc small: tiny detai ls of the 

epidcnllis. pollen crc:lm ish-yellow instead of orange in A, porphymstuchys. and leaves 
arc densely spotted in the young plants. as in Aloe I'ua, in the group of which doubt lessly 
these t,\O taxa belong. 

For these reasons and considering the degree of anteriority of the description (not the 
discovery!), I propose the following combination: A. porpilymslacl,ys ssp. Iwelll!llii 
(Lavr. & K. Koch) J. Lode comb. novo 

In the same article of John Lavranos and Kcrstin Koch, it is said that plants from Pelra 
arise from the single S<U11e clone. I \\ould like to rem ind the reader that I obtai ned fertile 
seeds of the two collected clones, which were sown by different nurserymen, and which 
ga\C well typified plants. It is to be noted that. at least in cultivation and unlike A. ,'era, 
A. porpllyrm;tac"ys ssp. koellell;; produces only a few offsels (1-3 a year) . 

• NOTES ON STERI L1TY 
It leaves me much to think about and brings me 10 another observation made somc 

)ears ago with one cactus, Mmll'illea cOI'el/dishU which was full of no\\ers every }car. 
bul for lack o f having a second clone. no fruils were developed, the flowers fa lling soon 
after the nowering. And then. onc year, the miracle occurred. my plant gave fertile fruit s. 
plum-like, never seen previously and seeds that I d istributed around me. However. it never 
produced fruits again ... 

A curiously identical phenomenon occurred for my Aloe ex "porphYTosUll'IIYl' ": the) 
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~potpIJJTl.IWC'I\o)"' :s,<;p. luJf!rlmii in rn) ooIlecuon inAsdW;ia. (1'tlOIO : J.L). 
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-4Sor fII1'1JIonNUdo~· SSj). kiN!m!lliJ in Ill) collection in Aloe potpIuTfNUt:lu"$ SSp. i.oeflmii in my collection in 
lcmi te. (PhoIo: U n). AndalIXia. (inll.) (Phoo: J.I_). 

never produced seeds again. and that, in spite of my attempts of cross pollination bet\\ een 
the two clones. in the morning, then in the evening. including with material resulti ng from 
A/tU I'era. It would be necessaT)' to conclude that from this experience there arc years with 
serds and years without... Further observations will be necessary to discover what is even 
today stilt a mystery: that of the wild origin of A /Of! l"era . 

What is certain. some German scientist came one day to look in Spain for genetic 
material of the clones that I had eollccted. Because its relationship within the A/oe I'l!ru 
b'l"OUP, it lets me think Ihat this new species could indeed have a possible and interesting 
phannaeeulical use. 

Basionym: A/oe kmme"ii LaVT. & K. Koch, Cue/. {lnd SIICC. J. (US) 78: 222-223 ( 2006 ). 
Topolype at the "Centro de Propagaci6n de Plamas Suculentas", Cuevas del Almanzora, 
Alllleria. Spai n (J L\ 985). 

Text and photos· J L 
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