
A new species of Aloe from Madagascar: 
Aloe (Ontainei N. Rebmann 
Norbert Rebmann (France) 

Elploring the cliffs and the many granitic domes situated between Antsirabe 
and Ambalotsipihina, in September, 1996, I discovered a species of Aloe which 
looked like Aloe intermediQ and which I had 1I0t precisely identified. I1 was 
necessa ry to wait on August 18th, 2005 so that I was able to observe it in full 
flower in habitat. The plants obtained from seeds had bloomed in my 
greenhouse in April, 2005. 

This species grows on cliffs and granitic domes in exposed spots with a North or Northeast 
aspect, part ially dcvastated by human fin:, towards 1300 m in altitude, together with 
several other species: Kalanchue orgyalis. Pachypodillm densiflorum. Senecio 
crassissimlls, Senecio sp " Begonia sp. (Caulcscent species) 

The region of the high plateaus situatctl between Antsirdbe,Ambositrd, Mandrono~oro and 
Anjoma is of a great richness in succulent plant species. Within the genus Aloe. many 
spedes have been discovered here such as: Aloe pronkii, A. ex;mitl; A. droseroides, A. 
ine.xpectatu, A. culcuirophyllu, A. ;tremen~·i.~, A. compre.\ .\·a, A. e':rthroph)'lIa ur uther 
species like Euphorbiu itremensi~', E. quumJticolu, and Ku/um:hoetetruphyl/u. This new 
species is dedicated to Pierre Fontaine. an amateur who has sOlnetimes trave lled with me 

Aloe jOlllaillei N. Rcbmann sp.nov. 

Type: Norbcn Rcbmann nQ 18; August 18th. 2005 (HoJotype BR) 

Type locality: cl iffs and granitic domes, 13km cast of Mandoto. 1300 m in alt itude. 
Madagascar. 
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A. silicicola. A. cyril!eiql/e u[filli~'. cUllfe.\('em.(·e.\'{Jil(J~·U."II'('lIf(J11)' ex haS(', cmdis 3() - f50 
('Ill rd +. ('umfofii~' /'Tv('lis 30 CIII fOllgis s/lbl'il'idibus od submbm. Spic(le.f/omle., 80 - 9() 
cm. 1''''-'CluC. fi,"-"uc in 3 (Id 5 paf/cs, il1/1on.'scelllia boll~'oides JO- 50 CIII fongu. Clml 
jloribus clI/nll/liclcis C/(/ rllbrw;. 1H.·dieelli 12- 20 mm. \T(lriulia(' braCleae 8 - 9111111 IOl/gae. 

Dcscriplion: caulescent plant. stem slender. about 3 cm in diameter and 30-100 cm high. 
at first crect and then proslmtc and creepmg on rocks. remaining erected \\h('n the plant 
grows in rocky crevices and reaching in that ('asc 150cm high and c\cn more 
Slcms bmnch out fromlhe base nnd ncw ones along the stem \\hen it is erL>eping on the 
ground. I1 is cndI'd by a roselle of about 50 cm m diameter. made of 16-20 leaves. Dry 
leales persist. at kasl for a while. on the ,tern. Leaf: 30 cm long. 8-9cm wide at the basc. 
gll.!cnish to reddish. erC('t. with the lower filee eomex. Teeth arc .... ell marked. h}'uline. 
dc1toid. 3 mill wide and 1·5 mm high. 
Each rosette has I to 3 floral stakes branched out each with 3 10 5 ramifications. 80-90 cm 
long, flattened at the ba5e(15 mm thick). The infioresc('nc('s in clust('rs measure 30 to 50 
cm long. Bmcts are sc;Irious. [2-16mm long. 11nd pedieels 12-20111111 long with flo\\ers 20-
25mmlong.l'etalsareslightlylongerthanscpalsandhalethetipmargin\\hite.Fruitsare 
dehisccntcapsul('s.18-20mmlong 

Taxonomi cal situalion : this speeics is dose to Aloe .~ i1icicolu d('scribt."d by Il.I'erner . 
.... hose site is still unknown until today. butlca\('s arc smalkr. th(' noml Slakes arc hlrger. 
as IIcll ~s 1h.: mnorcscences. with l1o ..... ers smaller. MoreOler. Aloe Jilicicolll grows. 

c.cru ..... \/'I!h'T\IIt.s N· ... ,." .... ' ••• 1.-.. ",,,,,,,, , .,, 



CACru""'VE"ru~ES-""'-N·1.2 
I., .... ,' ••• '.-An •. '. ~ "'.~ ...... 



CACTU!<-AVE>ITURU_m N'''' 
,",,,".,i ••• I~·~ rT1' •• D,rHI " " 



according to H. I'CITicr, to ..... ards 2000 m in altitude. more to thc East along the river 
Manandona. Recently described by J.B.Castillon, Alw cyril/ei shows an innorcscencc 
similar 10 Ihis new species. 

Text and photos: Norbcrt Rcbmann 

Akno"kdgcmem Thanks 10 Laurem for the Latin diagnosis 

I Elements de Comparaison avec les especes similaires 
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