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INTRODUCTION 

[dward Palmn and Cyrus G. Pringle, two American professional plant 
collectors, in the laic 19th cenlory. discovered the richlll'Ss of the flora of the 
"Guadalajara" ra\'ine. 1\:1allY new species were described by $c rcno \Vatson 
based on their cullections. luter. in the 20th celllUry, many ,\1exican and 
foreign botanist visited and collected at these ravines adjacellt to the 
Guadalajara Metropolitan arca (McVaugh. 1952), Fur this reason it SCe-illS 

somcwhat surprising that they had u\'erluukcd Aguve urceJiullllcllsis. which is 
such a big plant (1'5 m diameter). 
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During bolanical explorations carried out on Ihe laSI few years in weslem Mexico. 
especially in Jaliseo state. some novelties were found. e.g. new Slale records and new 
spcries of AKU"I:. described by us or other people. !(esults of this research project ,~ere 
given by Hemandez Cl a!. (2007). who reponcd 23 species of Ag-u"e Ihriving wild in 
Jalisco. 12 in Liuaea subgenus and I1 in Agave subgenus. of Ihese, 7 seven new Stale 
records. namciy: 1.- tlX(l\'1: rlwd(lC(lIIlha Tre1., 2.- A. parryi Engehn .. 3.· A. ,,"ocomahi 
Gentry •. 4 .. A. S(I/mi(llw OltO ex Salm·Dyck. 5,· A. ungl/.,·Ii"nml Trc1.. 6.- A. fiJi/eru 
Salm-Dyck, 7.- A. gemilliJlora (Tagl.) Ker-Gawler. plus 4 new species: Agm'e m/c/lcialla 
Ch:izaro & A. Vazque~ (Ch:il:'TO el Ill .. 20(5) and A. \"{l;:qlle:garciae Chazaro & J. A. 
Lomel! (Chiizaro et a1. (2007). and then 11'0'0 new species (Axu,'c sp. nUl'. incd. from 
Colimilla ravine and Agm'c sp. 1I0\~ illcd. from Tequila ravine), now with published names 
(seebclow). 

In previous issues of this journal. we have published data on: Agm'C m/C'lIcialla ChiizafO 
& A. V3~.que7 (Ch37Alro el al.. 2005) iUld A. \'(I;que;gm"Cim' Chazaro & J. Lomeli 
(Chazaro et a1. (2007). In addition, Agm'e r::edow,,'kiww P. Carrillo. Vega & R. Dclgad .. 
was described by Carrillo et a1. (2003) from Jalisco and Sinaloa. found in Ihe mountains 
of the Western SklTII Madre (Chilzaro et Ill .. 20(4) 

There arc two more new species. Ihat were recently described (late 2007). namely: Ag"re 
arcedianoensi.'· Ch:ilaro. O. Valencia & A. Vazquez and Agave cha;(lroi A. Vazquez & O. 
Valencia. Ho"ever. since Ihe original descriplion of both nanll:s. was made in our hook' 
Agm'es Qjll'eslern Mexico (Vazquez·Garcia Cl al.. 2007). with a limited number of copies 
:md distribution. most botanist and agave fanciers around the world. might not be aware 
of this fac t. therefore the aim of this paper is to present som~ oflhis inforrniltion. Ikr~ w~ 
provide infonmtiOIl on the firslllovelty. In Ihe near future. wc will be preparing a paper 
on Agal"cc!U/;aroi. to bt: published in thisjoumill 

R[SUL:IS 

Reyna (1990) bascd on thc botanical cxploration carried il out by him. on 1987 and 1988. 
al th~ mvines adja~elll to Guadalajar.l . JaliS{;o, reported 4 species of Agare: Agm'e 
auguMi/oliu Haw .. A. guud,,Jujurmw Tre!.. A. fiChidigeru Lem. and A. vi/moriniuna A 
Bergcr. However. he had lound plants ofa ncw species (A. (II'Cedi(lIlDensis). but as all were 
slenle, he was never able 10 collect fenile material to idelllify this t~xon (0. ReYlla. 2002, 
personal communication) 

Laler on. Oscar M. Valencia. on 17th march 2001. while lraveling in his truck along the 
road descending 10 Ihe Rio Santiago ravine. from San Gasparlothe Arcediano bridge. near 
Guadalajara Metropolitan Area, al 1230 m. found onc plam. close by the road, Ihat had 
fallen from Ihe cliff during a rain Slorm. He observed with binoculars many others 
thriving in a huge rocky cliff at the Colimilla ravine (at Tonala municipality). then 
unknown to him, so he communicaled Ihc finding to M. Cha7Alro. 
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AgI»"~""infl.(I'hoIo:M.Chaiau). 

Then Valencia and Ch;izaro. on February 5th. 
2002. visited this spot and collected st.:rile 
material, based on Chazaro and Va!.:n6a numbt:r 
8102 (IBUG and XAL herbaria). crro!leously 
dctcnnined by them as AgoI'e impress(I Gentry 
and published in u papo:rwith the stUl<:m.:nt that 
it was an.: ..... n:cord for Jalisco of A. imprr.'s~·iI 

(Ch:i.zaro and Valencia, 2003). 

Onc Jun.: 12. 2002.1. A. Vazquez-Garda and M. 
Chazaro, collected fertile material at the same 
location where Valencia found it. However, plant 
malcrial was lost at the plant dryers at II3UG 
whcrc many students dry their plants so the study 
was postponed. 

On April 4th. 2003, M. Ch:i.zaro, O. Valencia. 
Moiscs Valtierra and Felipc G6mez l .. took a 
field trip to the CoHmilla ravine but on the 
opposite side, that belongs to Zapotlanejo 
municipality. SOuth El Aguacate. at 1250 m and 
there collected material as flower buds. 

On 9 may 2003, M. Chazaro, G. L6pez-Damiim, 
Julia Etter. Martin Kristen. and Alb.!rto Galv{m 
E. at the same locality (south of El Aguaeale) 
collected fertile material (in bloom. CL L6pez D. 
et al. 48. mUG): Kristen and Etter knew A. 
impren-a very "ell from the type locality (east of 
Eseuinapu. Sinaloaj and told uS that this"century 
plam" was not at all this species, bUI rllthercloser 
toA. OIlglls/iarlllll 

Later on. 24th June 2007, 1. A. Va.zqucz-Gurcia 
and M. Chazarocollt:Cl<:d ferti!.: material again 
this time south of El Agl.lacate. Material 
included immature fruits and only then ..... as it 
suspo:cted that this was an undescribed species. 
After comparing material "ilh A. uI/Km/iurl/m. 
!lOW with flowers and fruits ...... c reachcd thc 
conclusion. that Our plant it ..... as a new and 
narrow end.:mie species, and we chose the name: 
Ag(ll'e (lrr.:edhmoensis Chazaro. O. Valencia & A 
Vazquez. Agm·e colimiffellSis remains as I/Omen 
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nudum. We did not validate it since there 
already exists a very similar name. that of 
Agm'/' co{imalla Gentry. from coastal Jalisco. 
Colima and Michoacan, and because of 
similarity in the names it could be confusing 
(Vazquez-Gareia et al.. 2007). 
The specific epithet is after the village of 
Puente (Bridge) Arcediano. Guadalajara 
county in the Huentitan ravine. a magic and 
enchanted place where a big dam is under 
COIl~truction uow and has caused 
displacement of many rcside1l1s from such an 
historic and cultural landmark. 

Plants grow in vertical walls ofigncous rock. 
at 1200-1300 m in a tropical deciduous forest, 
with Agare l'ifmorinillll{J (amolc), Tillal/(l~ia 

cllpiww (gallitos). Pillocau{on \·e!muIII. FiclIs 

perio{aris (texcalame). SU.'lIoCell'IIS 

dlUllonicrii (organo), CCpllll/occrell,l' a{cnsil' 

(viejito). EllpllOrbia la"qalwele (Icchemaria). 
P/lll11eria rI/bra (cacalosuchil). Mammilfaritl 

scnj)psiana (bi;o;nagulta). Bl/r~'eraragalTJid('s (papdillo). etc. 

Flowering takes place during April and May. with fruit in June and July. 
Distnbution: endemic to the Presa (dam) of Colimilla. and recently M. Chazaro and O. 
Valencia found another population at the Rio Verde ravine. at the Velo de Novia watcrlhll, 
near Acatic. Jalisco. Here they observed the plants with binoculan; in a 150 m vcrtical 
wall: but thcy \\ere unreachablc to collected botanical material. Perhaps more could be 
found in other pans of the Rio Vcrde ravinc. \\ hen more intcnsc cxploration by botanist 
can lake place 

Conservation status: Endcmic to 8arranca Colimilla and Rio Verde: known only from 
three locations: lapoplhanejo. Tonala and Acatk. It grows in I.Inre~lchable \lertical cliffs 
however, landslides. "derrumbes". ~Ire common during the rainy season and increase in 
fn:quency with antropic disturbance (e.g_ new roads for access to thc Arcediano dam. 
induccd fires and new opening of new fields, ··coamiles··, for agriculture). In addition, 
thc building of a new dam may change the microclimate of the area and thus may 
influence spatial and temporal species composition and turnover (c.g. more aggrcssivc 
species may out-coll1~te or ovcr-shadow A. (//'Cedial/()(,lIsis). 

Agal'e (m:edianoensis has Qrnamental potential duc tQ the tight and stiff rosellc. fleshy 
leaves wi lh a light green 10 yellow strip longwise. and red flowers. It docs not produce 
offsets nor bulbils. thcrefore must be propagatcd by seeds. however the seeds like in most 
other specics of Mc.~ican aga\'cs has a \lery high percentagc mte of genllination. Antonio 
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Mendoza obtained a high rate of gennination of ~eeds of A. arcedi(lIIoemii.~ from a pile 
given from Oscar Valencia. 

Ag(ll'e arcedialloellsjs belongs to LiIlU(!a subgenus. MUI"ginatae group of Gentry (1982) 
and its closets relative is Agave angusljamm. that li\es also in western MCllico but farther 
south, known so fl iT at southern Jalisco (Manucl M. Dicguc~ county), Michoacan, 
Gu<.""rrcro, Statc of Mcxico, Morelos and Oaxaea slates 

l~xt: Miguel J. CMzaro, J. Antonio Vazqucz-Oarcfa, Osear M. Valenda P., Raill 
Acevcdo R., A. G Valenzuda Z. & Oregario Ni<.""\"cs H.: foloS: Migucl 1. Choizaro 

ACh:/>OI\UIIG.llf;.',.S 
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