
Myrtillocactus schenckii (Purpus) Britton & 
Rose, a new record for Guatemala 
Mario Esteban Veliz Perez (Guatemala) 

During the expeditions for the project "Analysis of lite b;odil'e~'ity and 
endemisms olt/le semi-arid Wile." ojGllutemala .. patronized by the Secretariat 
of Sciences and Tcchnology-SENACYT-, the viccpresidcnt of Guatemala, a 
treelike cactus was coll ected for the first time in the municipality of Cuileo, 
Huchuetcnango, MyrlillocaclIls sclrellckii (Purpus) Britlon & Rose, until now 
considered as endemic of Mexico a nd distributed in the States of Oaxaca and 
Puebla (Arias, Gama & Guzman, 1977). With the projC(:t of investigation on 
"Cac/us (Cac/uceae) of Guatemala" ill progress and patronized by the 
~8lional Fund for the Conservation of the 'aturc-FONACON·, iI was 
collected in a new village, at the edge of Rio Negro, bordering a zone between 
the departments of Huehuetenango and Quiche; Furthermore, it brings 
better information about the distribution and the phenology of this medium 
spedcs, the small fruits of which have pleasant taste. It is known as Tuno 
pDch, guanojo, chi"e/,o" or orgalli/o; a new record for the biodiversity of 

Guatemala. 

HJrtilfocUCIUS schellckii ( Purpus ) Brillmr and Rose, ContT. U. S Herb. 12: 427. 1909 
CereusschencJcii Purpus, Monats. Kakl. 19: 38. 1909 . 

• DestriptjOD 

Treelike plant , 3-5 m. high, with a short main stem 1- \ ,5 m;..branchcs ascend ing. 7- 10 
cm wide, green to dark green; ribs 6-8, 1,5-2 cm. with a slightly pointed margin: areoles 
I'.ith white wool. 4-6 cm distant, circular-oval. 4-7 mm diameter with few hairs at the top 
of the areole, yellowish, deciduous; radial spines (6-7), 0.5- 1'2 cm long, 0.5-0,8 mm 
thick. tubular. stifT, brown to black; one ccntral spin e 1-4 cm long, 0.7-0'9 mm thick, 
tubular, stifT. slr3ight. black. Flowcn 1.8-2,5 cm long, 2.0-2'5 cm large. pericarpel 4-6 
mm long. 4-6 mm thick, bmcts red, few. insigni fi cant areoles, spines 0-2; 1·3 mm long, 
setose. deciduous: noml tube 4-5 mm l ong~tcpals 0.8- 1'2 cm long. 0'4-0·5 mm wide, 
elongated, stretched out; brown-gn..'Cnish external tepals,jnner tepals white-yellowish; 
stamens 0·8- 1·2 cm long, white stmnds; style long, white 1·0- ]·5 cm, lobes of the stigma 
4-5, ca. 3 mm, greenish yellow. Fruit 0,8- 1'5 cm long, 0.6- 1,5 cm wide. spherical or 
ellipsoid. red canni ne, possibly with small vestigial, deciduous spines. pulp reddish; seeds 
black. ca. I mm long (Arias, Range & Guzman, 1997; Bmvo. 1978, Veliz, 2001. 
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Di,leib,,,,,," map or MyrtillocaclllS sc/Jellckii L __ 
in Guatemala . M)'rtill~~tus $Ch~lU'kii fr. (photo ' M. Veliz.). 
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• Studied Specimens: 
GUATEMALA, Huehuetenango, Mpio Aguaeafa n. February 15th, 2008 (fl, fr) M. 
veliz MV 19793 with L. Velasquez and T. Caldcr6n (SlaU); Mpio Cuileo, Village 
Canibal. June 15th, 2006 (fr.) M. Yeliz MV 16892 wi th C. Mcndcz and J. Morales; July 
12th, 2006 M. Veliz MV 17086, 17087, 17088 ( fr.) wi th V. Davila and J. Morales (S laU), 
V. Davila 1077, 1078, 1079 (fr.) with M. VCliz and J Morales (BlaU): March 23rd, 2007 
(n.) M. Veliz MV 18477 with L. Velasquez (S laU); Q uiche, 1\11)io San Pcdro Jocopilas. 
Edges of the Rio Negro, February 20th, 2008 (fl., fr.) M. Veliz MV 19871 with L 
Velasquez and T.Ca lder6n (SlaU); 

• Distribution: 
It is only known from the banks of the river Cu ileo, at 900·1100 m in altitude, in the 
municipality of Cuileo. Hueh uetenango, which is close to the State of Chiapas. Mexico, 
where it is also probably distributed but was not reported (figure) 2). 

• Phenology: it blooms in January· April, fruits appear in February.May. 

• Habitat: 
A frequent species, growi ng together with Slenocerells pmillosus. Pilo.wcerells 
lellcocephafus, Nopafea dejeclO. Oplllllia pubescens, Mammillaria kanl'illskiana var. 

collinsii, Acalllhocereus chiapellsis, Ceibo parvlfolia. Cederla salvadorellsis, Bursera 
schfechlendalii alld B. simambo in the low caducifolious forest (Veliz & Mcndez, 2007; 
Ve[iz.2007) 

Text & Photos: M. VCl iz 
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